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psyche studying other bourgeois psyches, and so the
instincts play always the part of splendid and free
brutes, crippled by the repressions of a cruel culture.
It is true that to-day the system of production relations
is  crippling man's  splendid powers,  but  Freudian
* libido' in bondage to ' repression* is a very inade-
quate myth to convey this reality.  It is a pale sub-
jective reflection of the vital objective situation.  The
old bourgeois symbol of' original sin * is better. The
psyche, a creation of its environment, becomes to
Freud, who ignores die environment or is ignorant of
its mode of change, a creature whom mysterious self-
generated entities force to become an unhappy bour-
geois psyche. It is as if a man, seeing a row of trees
bent in various ways by the prevailing winds, were
without studying the relation between growth and
environment to deduce that a mysterious complex in
trees caused them always to lean as the result of a
death instinct attracting them to the ground, while
eternal Eros bade them spring up vertically.  Freud's
error is so much the worse because the psyche, studied
by psychology, is far more the result of environmental
conditions than the whole tree.   The psyche is the
organ of adaptation to social relations, therefore for
psychology the laws determining social relations are
fundamental.
Thus Freudism, like all 'individual* psychologies,
breaks down in the most elementary scientific desidera-
tum, that of causality- Though evolved as a therapy,
it turns out to be the creed of undiluted pessimism,
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